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Professor of Law. On Sunday, Smith and Maitland
took Burke to see Loch Lomond, and made their way
back by Carron to Edinburgh, which they reached on
the following "Wednesday. Next day Burke, with
a company of Smith's Edinburgh friends, dined at
Panmure House. On Friday the great orator re-
turned to England extremely pleased by his reception
in Scotland^ and leaving behind him many friends
and admirers. One of these has preserved some par-
ticulars of the visit. " Smith, Dugald, and I," wrote
Dalzel, "had more of his company than anybody in
this country, and we got a vast deal of political anec-
dote from him and fine pictures of political characters*
both dead and living." Burke advised Lord Maitland,
if he had ambition and wanted office, to abandon the
Whig party. "Shake us off: give us up." Smith
said cheerfully that "in two years things would come
about again." "Why/' cried Burke, "I have already
been in a minority nineteen years, and your two years,
Mr. Smith, will make me twenty-one years, and it mil
surely be high time for me then to be in my majority 1"

Before the end of May a dark cloud came over
Smith's life, for his mother passed away in her ninetieth
year. Four years later her death was followed by that
of his cousin, Miss Douglas. Their loss was irreparable,
"They had been the objects of his affection for more
than sixty years, and in their society he had enjoyed
from his infancy all that he ever knew of the endear-
ments of a family."l

Late in the autumn of 1784 Faujas de jEtaint-Fond,
the  geologist,   visited Edinburgh  after  some   adven-
turous discoveries in the Hebrides.    During his fort-
1 See Dugald Stewart's Memoir^ section v.